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When you complete this session, you should
be able to:

« Understand the main frameworks to
enable you to formulate your research

question

 Use advanced database features including

controlled vocabulary

« Build an effective search strategy

« Save, export and manage your search

results

The Library of Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin
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Formulating Your
Research Question
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RESEARCH QU ESTIO NS The University of Dublin
SageResearchMethods

Supercharging research
‘ Search within Sage Research Methods Q 7
Advanced Search !
® Overview DEVELOPING
RESEARCH
QUESTIONS
® Philosophy of Research e
Constructing research 8 7
® Defining a Topic questions : doing ... 727272 ? #2727
22222297 vt
Developi h
® Reviewing the Literature eveqzz:!?mr_le:jarc

l Developing a Researchable Question

SAGE Research Methods database:
Tools>Project Planner

The Library of Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin
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YOUR RESEARCH QUESTION

A research question should be specific, focused, clearly formulated and
well defined (no ambiguity). Consider using frameworks like PICO and
SPIDER.

PICO Pl

Population Intervention orierest
/Problem /Exposure

Research

{Comparison} { Outcome } e

Evaluation

The Library of Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin
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Most databases have a way for users to make an account and save their
searches.

2 Clarivate English v i= Products

- T i 3285
Web of Science Smart Search Advanced Search ® Sign In l! Register I

=l Trinity College Dublin
Lalaisie na Tricadde, A '

New search Browse by v Research tools v Links v

& 9 MyEBSCO

ProQuest Access provided by TRINITY COLLEGE DUBLIN

The Library of Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin
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Search articles, ebooks & more i p.
Deutsch v English Espafiol
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Romana Sloventina Slovenski
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Original Document (PDF)
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15/07/2026

Drama pedagogy: subverting and remaking learning in the thirdspace.

Format ttir 1J
r a S e I S Authors: Jane! Dutton and Kathy Rushon From: Australian Joumal of Language and Document Type: Report -
Date: June 2022 Literacy (Vel. 45, Issue 2) @ Length: 9,069 words a I I l I a e s e I I I S
Publisher: Ausiralian Literacy Educators’ DOI: htip:fidx doi org elib fcd ief10 1007/

Association $44020-022-00010-8

I8 EXPLORE

EE A A« Ad o)
. / Mare Like This
FO n t S e tt I n g S Fostering Critical Translingual Writing in an

Elementary English Dominant Classroom: In this
Langusge Arts, Nov. 2021,

Abstract:

The Library of Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin
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Search articles, ebooks & more

The Library of Trinity College Dublin - Leabharlann Cholaiste na Trionéide, Baile Atha Cliath | Searching: MEDLINE Basic search
i - Ti All fields e
| Fields: Title, Abstract, etc.
Boolean \ All fields v
operators
‘ All fields e
® Add row ‘ (© Delete row [J Suggest subject terms €@ Clear all Search
L . Controlled
Filters Search options MEDLINE — MeSH 2026
vocabulary
Limit your results Clear all

Filters &

[ Linked Full Text

Limiters

[ Peer Reviewed
[ Abstract Available
O english Language

[ EBM Reviews

The Library of Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin
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FI LTE RS *: The University of Dublin
A database record is broken down Limiters or filters, are restrictions
into parts or fields e.g. author, on your search that can be applied
title, abstract etc. by making selections within the
Advanced searching focuses on database e.g peer reviewed articles.
t|t e Or abStraCt f|e|dS Filters  Search options MEDLINE -- MeSH 2026

Title or Abstract - XB V Limit your results

|:| Linked Full Text

Title - TI Vv [ Peer Reviewed

[J Abstract Available
Named Person - NP AV

(O English Language

The Library of Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin
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FINDING RELEVANT DATABASES

Library Catzlogus Articles and More Digital Collections Databases A-Z

Book a Group

Help and feedback on the Library catalogues u%'l All Library guides & tutorials
s Study Room

Admissions
Academic Integrity

Borrowing & Renewing

Databases A-Z
What does good cA0s

academic integrity
practice look like?

An Inclusive Library
Managing References

MyReadingList@TCD

Off Campus Access

WA
- -
R

The Library of Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin

Subject Librarians
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Using Controlled
Vocabulary
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Controlled vocabulary also known as O B Health
subjects, subject authority, thesaurus, O
descriptors, MeSH 0
. defined tags within the database - Fomly Healh
O Health Status
« Retrieves items indexed under a
. . O Indigenous Health
particular topic
O Maternal-Child Health
- Doesn’t retrieve jargon, slang, or newer - o

terms
CINAHL Subjects example

The Library of Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin
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Broadens search when used in combination with keyword search
Capture full potential of database (historical and current terms)

Expected in systematic type reviews (scoping, systematic, rapid etc),

e.g. for writing a dissertation, a review, or an article

Not all subjects will exist within a database even if it uses subject

headings

The Library of Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin
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Building your search
strategy
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 Break down your research question into

concepts

 Choose your databases (subject

based, multidisciplinary, approx.3)

 Develop a set of terms or keywords to

search systematically
« Use controlled vocabulary (if available)

- Use appropriate search techniques

The Library of Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin
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COMMON DATABASE SEARCH TECHNIQUES

Phrase searching “global warming” (finds exact phrase)

Truncation educat* (finds all word endings e.g. educator(s), education, educational, educating)

Title/Abstract — targets search in specific parts or fields of a database record

Proximity/adjacency search —x NEAR/3 y (words near each other in any order)

Boolean operators — AND (narrows) OR (broadens) NOT (use sparingly)

Controlled Vocabulary — Database index terms used in advanced searches for optimal results

The Library of Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin
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To search systematically you need

to use: Boolean Searching

N |
AND
. Con_trolled vocabulary (where WOl AND s s 19 marrow s s
a Va | I a b | e ) . television Th;bh:ii; g;e;:vrﬁiia that
 Your own keywords OR
(inc. synonyms and variant Ty kel

have either keyword. It’s
useful for synonyms.

spellings).

 Boolean operators (AND, OR).

A Venn diagram and description of Boolean
« Techniques such as phrase searching.

searching “...”

The Library of Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin
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SAMPLE RESEARCH TOPIC
’ The University of Dublin

Topic: social media & climate

activism in young people

The Library of Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin
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RESEARCH QUESTION
PICO

/Population/\ /Intervention/\
Problem Exposure
YOUNG SOCIAL

\ PEGRLE ) (_ MEDIA What is the impact of social

~ ~ ~ ‘ media influencers on youth

Comparison Outcome . . 5
No SOCIAL CLIMATE climate activism~

MEDIA ACTIVISM
\ NS /

The Library of Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin



KEYWORD EXERCISE: CONCEPTS

Concepts
4 N
YOUNG PEOPLE
N /

« Take 1 minute to note down keywords for each concept

-

\_

SOCIAL MEDIA

/

« Discuss with your neighbour for 2 mins

The Library of Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin

o

CLIMATE
ACTIVISM
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INTO A DATABASE QUERY

Create and document
your search/keyword strings:

> “climate activism" OR “eco activism” OR Results
“Environmental activism” OR “climate | Search String

protest™AND o /

> “social media” OR tiktok OR facebook
OR insta* OR x OR twitter OR
influencer* OR greenfluencer* AND

> Adolescen* OR youth OR “young
people” OR teen* OR “gen Z”

1

/

The Library of Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin
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1. Copy and paste prepared terms from master Word
document

2. Search concept keyword strings one by one

3. Combine (using OR)with appropriate controlled vocabulary
(if present)

4. Then combine main concept results using AND
5. Save search (name appropriately and date search)

6. Export results

The Library of Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin



SEARCH CONCEPTS ONE BY ONE 7| ity College Dublin

Colaiste na Trionodide, Baile Atha Cliath
The University of Dublin

CLARIVATE: WEB OF SCIENCE

(2 Clarivate English v
Web of Science” Smart Search Advanced Search @ SignIn ~ ‘
=X
ENU DOCUMENTS RESEARCHERS

Search in: Web of Science Core Collection ~ Editions: All ~

2

FIELDED SEARCH QUERY BUILDER CITED REFERENCES STRUCTURE

e

~—Example: ail spill* mediterranean

>

Topic * Adolescen® OR youth OR “young people” OR teen® OR “gen z° x

: + Add row |+ Add date range

The Library of Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin
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C LA RIVATE : W E B O F SCI E N C E ‘ E | The University of Dublin

@ www.webofscience.com/wos/woscc/advanced-search B B vy @ 0 ®

vices i@ New Tab @ my.tedie €3 A-Z Databases: web of.. B Microsoft Office Home @ Blackboard Eﬂ Library I. Office 365 E_i Trinity Web Systems b

Combine concepts with AND

C") Session Queries

Build a new query based
B 33 | Combine Sets ~

- And ; :
[ o/4 | Combin | B Clear History
i " SAVE Search
ra
[0 4  #1AND#2AND #3 37 (_ Addtoquery v ) @ /7 A
“climate activism" OR “eco-activism” OR “Environmental 'd
S . 3 | b | 2
O3 activism” OR “climate protest*” (Topic) L e i s | i 7 2
“social media” OR tiktok OR facebook OR insta* OR x OR V. o .
: 5915424 | Addtoquery ¥ | GD A
O 2 twitter OR influencer*® OR greenfluencer* (Topic) . g b 4 :
Adolescen” OR youth OR “young people” OR teen* OR I/’ ~
| 2
O 1 ugen 2” (Topic) 1,045,111 (  Addtoquery v ) 7 A

The Library of Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin
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The University of Dublin

EBSCOHOST: ACADEMIC SEARCH COMPL

Search articles, ebooks & more

The Library of Trinity College Dublin - Leabharlann Choldiste na Triondide, Baile Atha Cliath | Searching: Academic Search Complete Basic search

Adolescen® OR youth OR “young people” OR teen® OR “gen z* E} Title or Abstract - XB v

Select Title or Abstract
field

The Library of Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin
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TERMS: EBSCOHOST ACADEMIC SEARCH COMPLETE

@ 2 research-ebsco-com.elib.todie/c/oaovxf/personalization/recent-activity/search-history B oox 'Efr‘ @ 0 '.' Q

@ IT Services @ MNew Tab @ my.ted.ie &3 A-Z Databases: web of.. & Microsoft Office Home (3} Blackboard @ Library I. Office 365 @ Trinity Web Systems )
O~ & N ] ‘ 0 selected
1

L L 1

4 __Combine with OR operator s 4
51 OR 52
Added: 12:11 PM = Resulfs: 2 200,950
Fimd &l rry search terms [ Apply equivalent subjects
O sz o

DE "Social media” OR DE "Backchannels (Social media)” OR DE "Blogs” OR DE "Computer bulletin boards” OR DE "Online chat” OR DE "Online social networks” OR DE
"Podcasting” OR DE "Social bookmarks" OR DE "Social media in business” OR DE "Social media in education” OR DE "Social media in medicine” OR DE "Theater & social
media” OR DE "Wikis"

Added: 12:11 PM * Results: 110,562

Find all my search terms

’ Apply equivalent subjects

O = [

XB (“social media” OR tiktok OR facebook OR insta* OR x OR twitter OR influencer® OR greenfluencer®)

Added: 12:11 PM » Results: 2,153,791

I Fird &ll iy search terms. [ Apply equivalent subjects ]

The Library of Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin



USE AND TO COMBINE MAIN CONCEPTSZY| ity College Dublin

The University of Dublin

EBSCOHOST: ACADEMIC SEARCH COMPLETE

@ 5= research-ebsco-com.elibtcd.ie/c/ocaocwvxf/personalization/recent-activity/search-history [E3] 607 i @ o

es @ New Tab & my.tcd.ie &3 A-Z Databases: web of... EB Microsoft Office Home 3 Blackboard ]| Library =- Office 365 @ Trinity Web Systems

= -

0 sedected

59 AND 56 AND 53

Audded: 13-11 Pid = Resulis: 25

Find all my search terms Apply egutcalent subjgects

O ss [

57 DR 58

Audded: 12:11 PR = Resules: 4,167

[ Fimd all sy search terms ] [ A piby e healent Su bpects ]

O =8 m]

DE "Environmental activism"

Adkded: 1211 P - Resulles: 3,262

[ Fimd all my search terms ] [ AR Ry BQU tealeTt DU bgects ]

O 57 m]
HE (“climate activism™ OR “eco activism™ OR “Environmental activism™ OR “climate protest=™)

Added: 1211 Pl » Resulis: 1,601

[ Find all my search terms ] [ Apply egutcalent subjgects ]

O se [

54 DR 55

Audded: 12:11 PA = Resulis: 537,078

The Library of Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin
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The University of Dublin

NAME AND DATE

The Library of Trinity College Dublin - Leabharlann Choldiste na Trionéide, Baile Atha Cliath | Searching: Academic Search Complete

Advanced search

I Search articles, ebooks & more

Search mode: Find all my search terms All results Images

Expanders _ o -
1-25 of 25 total results €9 Show: 50 - ‘ ‘ 1= Rele§ance - H :
| Apply equivalent subjects X | - -
Save search
O Full Text O~ & R B & 6 0 selected Create alert
[ references Available
[ Peer Reviewed 0 1 ¥ Peer reviewed | Academic Journal R :
Talabra Clave
D Cover SI{':IF';.-' . . L. L. . . e
St Communication, Citizen Participation, and Climate Activism:
A Bibliometric and Narrative Review of Scientific Research
Publication Date v (2014-2024)

By: Lopez Gémez, Sara; Garzdn Molina, Irene; Oliveira, Andrea » In: Palabra Clave, 2026 Special

Databases o = ; i

The Library of Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin
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Saving, Exporting and
Managing Your Results
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The University of Dublin

« Database platforms save your search steps and records

* You can export the records in bulk as .RIS files

« These can be further used with relevant softwares for
referencing, screening and analysis

The Library of Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin
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EXPORTING RESULTS: EBSCOHOST D/B 3 cinmese i

Export results

You will receive an email with a link to download the metadata once the export is complete. The

Learch articles, ebooks & more ’ i :
number of results exported can be up to 25,000, with an upper limit of 100,000 results in a 24hr

period. The result count may be lower depending on duplicates and publisher restrictions.

= Al flicers (0) Limbked Full Text Podrr Rl i Al dates v Source Ty
Email address

R Al results B Images ‘ fitzgey@tcd.ie |

Additional recipients (optional)
Please separate e-mail addresses with a semicolon to share the link with others.

1-50 of 85 total results
‘ example@domain.com ‘

B~-4i [ B &+ - Select a format
All on this page: 50 (Up to 50} O XML
€ i . | O v Select RIS format
Deselsct all O BIBTEX
@ RIS
r-‘- Byte-sized activism: A qualitative expl e ‘?‘
(= = political change. i—

The Library of Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin
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W E B O F S CI E N C E r The University of Dublin

v

™~ \ ™
+ Add Keywords  Quick add keywords: < f:+ youth climate activism /I I\ + fridays for future /I I\ + climate activism ) ._\ i

Export Records to RIS File

37 Documents You may also like... .
EndNote online

EndNote desktop

P
Refineresults | ExportRefine | e o Record Options
e D Dl'rsT I-.\_. Add TD Ma I'k(‘d LISt ./I Add ta I'I"I}" researcher PFCIIﬂIE p

Search within results... Q Plain text file All d
. . ( ) records on page
L O 1 The relationship betge Pag
Quick Filters - ) RIS (other reference software)
= climate movement afgd
O ¥ Highly Cited papers 2 behaviour in German' = @ R det :
D @ EarlyAccess 2 ecor S‘ romc 1 to 3?
0] a Open Access 25 Fabel, M; Fliickiger, M; [...J; Wichert Excel
D i Associated Data 3 Mar 2025 | NATURE HUMAN BEHAV
0] =, Enriched Cited Referances y D B No more than 1000 records at a time
We study the relationship betweer FPrintable HTML file
Germany and citizen political behz
under voting age, demanded immi  InCites
Publication Years ~Q®

M Fulltextat publisher @ Viey Web of Science Research Intelligence ‘ AUthDrn Title) Sc’urce:l AbStrECt

Select RIS format. Finally ensure Abstract is included.

N
([  Cancel )

B P

The Library of Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin
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EMAILED .RIS FILE: EBSCOHOST

All - Unread By Date

TalD [0 [ i File sent to your account email. Open file.

v Today
support@ebsco.com Search Result Export Mon 09/03/2026 11:20 100 KB
[External Email] This email originated outside of Trinity College Dublin. Do not dick links or open attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. Metadata of the results for
support@ebsco.com Search Result Export Mon 09/03/2026 11:20 101 KB

[External Email] This email originated outside of Trinity College Dublin. Do not dick links or open attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. Metadata of the results for

Hello Researcher,

The metadata for the results of the following search has been exported. Please use the
link below to download the metadata.

Export details

Date exported: 08/27/2026 12:20 PM

Search: ((XB ("climate activiem” OR “eco activism™ OR “Environmental activism”
OR “climate protest™)) OR (DE "Environmental activism™)) AND ((XB (Adolescen™
OR youth OR “young people” OR teen® OR "gen z")) OR (DE "Teenage girls" OR
DE "Teenage boys™)) AMD ((XB ("social media” OR tikiok OR facebook OR insta™
OR x OR twitter OR influencer” OR greenfluencer®)) OR (DE "Social media” OR DE
"Backchannels (Social media)” OR DE "Blogs” OR. DE "Computer bulletin boards™ OR.
DE "Online chat” OR DE "Online social networks” OR DE "Podcasting” OR DE "Social
bookmarks” OR DE "Social media in business” OR. DE "Social media in education”
OR DE "Social media in medicine” OR. DE "Theater & social media” OR DE "Wikis"))

The Library of Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin



DATABASES

Downloads )

B 20eb4737-4899-4437-909a-
a4b99801de35.ris

Open file

The Library of Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin
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The University of Dublin

VIA TCD LIBRARY

Access library supported softwares to export & manage results in one
place: EN

- Download reference manager s/w Endnote -
(available from Managing References page)

- Register for Covidence (screening s/w)

(available from Databases A-Z page)

- LibKey Nomad to use Google/Google Scholar to find specific
articles and use our paid subscriptions. Can also be used in
Covidence (download from Off campus access page)

The Library of Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin
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I N TH I S S E SS I 0 N W E COVE RE D . m w | Colaiste na Trionoide, Baile Atha Cliath

v' The main frameworks to enable you to formulate your research

question
v Advanced database features and controlled vocabulary
v Building an effective search strategy

v' Saving, exporting and managing results

The Library of Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin
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The University of Dublin

@i

Please scan to complete our feedback form.

The Library of Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin
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Your Subiject Librarian

Our HITS classes
- Top Tips for Research Your Literature Review

« Managing Your References: EndNote 2025
Our Guides & Tutorials page

Our LibGuides
« Writing a Literature Review

- Doing a Systematic Review

« Step 1: Your Research Question, Frameworks and
Creating a Protocol

The Library of Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin


https://www.tcd.ie/library/support/subjects/
https://www.tcd.ie/library/support/skills-training.php
https://www.tcd.ie/library/support/tutorials/
https://libguides.tcd.ie/literature-reviews
https://libguides.tcd.ie/literature-reviews
https://libguides.tcd.ie/systematic-reviews
https://libguides.tcd.ie/systematic-reviews
https://libguides.tcd.ie/systematic-reviews/step1
https://libguides.tcd.ie/systematic-reviews/step1
https://libguides.tcd.ie/systematic-reviews/step1

Thank You

www.tcd.ie/library
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